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RED, WHITE & BLUE!  Just go into any store this time of year, 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊƛƻ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΦ  {ƻƻƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 
more flags waving and street banners showcasing our national colors.  
I love it!  There is something special--in so many ways--about seeing the flag of our na-
tion proudly displayed. 

   5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Řŀȅǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ƻŦ άhƭŘ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭέ 
ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊŜΚ  ²ƘƛƭŜ L ǘƘƛƴƪ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
emblems of stars and stripes represent, the meaning of the colors is more difficult to ac-
ŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜŎŀƭƭΣ ǎƻ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ƛǘ ǳǇ όǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭΣ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘΚύΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
I re-discovered:  white signifies purity and innocence; red: hardiness and valor; blue: vigi-
lance, perseverance, and justice. 

These are some very high standards, worthy of our aspirations as individuals and a na-
tion.  However, just like individuals who aspire to uphold these values each and every 
day in every decision and action, our nation has at times stumbled.  Yet, despite the 
flaws, I still believe that as a body of people, Americans want to do the right thing for our 
people at home and our friends around the world. 

Oftentimes as a nation and as individuals, we are misjudged.  Unfortunately, as a 
nation and as individuals, we, too, are guilty of misjudging.  Sometimes we do it uninten-
tionally, out of ignorant acceptance of stereotypes that have been passed on to us 
through the media or other associations.  As a part of Friendship Force, I am always de-
lighted when I have an opportunity to break one of those negative stereotypes about 
Americans.  I remember one guest ambassador telling me that before coming to the 
United States, she thought Americans were all lazy!  She was surprised Americans 
worked so hard.  Or course, we can all probably also recall having had a paradigm or two 
broken ourselves when we were ambassadors. 

 !ǎƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ άŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέτand it changes the way the world sees you!   Just as educa-
tion helps break cycles of negative behaviors, attitudes, and actions caused by ignorance, 
the exchanges in which we participate help build cultural understanding, awareness, and 
acceptance.  So whether you have been an ambassador or host, you have helped break 
down barriers and helped build lasting bridges that connect Americans to others around 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅΦ  {ƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘπ
day and aspire to be a nation that mirrors a reflection of the characteristics embodied in 
the colors of our flag, I invite you to think about a question once posed by Pablo Casals, 
ά¢ƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ  .ǳǘ ǿƘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǎǘƻǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊΚέ  
!ǎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǿŀȅǎΣ άǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέΣ ŀƴŘ L 
am delighted to share that nationality with so many wonderful friends. 

 

      In friendship, 

      Vicki Thompson 

      President 

NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  
Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately  
1,760 feet in 40 1/5 seconds,  
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I N SYMPATHY 

 We have recently lost a long-time member of our 
Friendship Force Chapter--Edward Klaben, of Click Cam-
era. 

 Ed was an early member--and an important one.  Many 
times he offered important assistance by publishing pho-
tographs of our Ambassadors for passport and visa appli-
cations. 

 We offer our sincere sympathy to his family; he was a 
good friend and he will be missed. 
 

2 009 International Conference 

November 20 to 22, 2009 

The Friendship Force International Conference for 2009 
will be hosted in Japan on the Japanese tropical paradise 
island of Okinawa. Experience a unique blend of Japanese, 
Chinese and Pacific Island culture while participating in 
our annual global gathering of Friendship Force leaders 
from around the world. The conference is set in the city of 
bŀƘŀΣ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ hƪƛƴŀǿŀΩǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ 
to attend all conference sessions and workshops, but 
there will also be opportunities for excursions to various 
cultural centers on the island. Following the conference 
you may extend your stay in the region by returning to the 
Japanese main islands for a post-conference homestay 
with one of the participating Friendship Force clubs. See 
the FFI website for registration information and informa-
tion on roundtrip airfares as low as $1048 from Atlanta! 

Cost: $315 USD conference only 

For all information and to register: 

Contact: Debbie Powell: conf@thefriendshipforce.org     
+1 404 965-4337  or go to 
http://www.regonline.com/builder/site/Default.aspx?eve
ntid=685768  
  

S trategic Planning Session ς August 15 is the tentative 
date the new Board of Directors will be meeting to 

strategize club plans for the next two years.  All interested 
members are invited to join and participate.  Watch for 
updates on the specific date, time, and location.  Ques-
tions?  Call Vicki Thompson at 937-376-3213. 

 

2 010 Outbounds ς In addition to the global exchange 
to Australia being led by Gary Mitchner, we are con-

tinuing a dialogue with FFI about other potential out-
bound exchanges.  Stay posted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 009 Friendship Force of Dayton Directory 

The 2009 edition of the Friendship Force of Dayton 
Directory will be going to press in mid-July.  If you antici-
pate any changes to your email, postal address, or tele-
phone number, please contact Bill Meers ( e-mail:  meers-
world@sbcglobal.net or 937-294-7585 ).  Also, please let 
him know if you do not wish to have your contact infor-
mation included in the directory.   

The directory is an important tool to keep our community 
together and should only be used for Friendship Force 
activities.  We do not provide our member information to 
other organizations. 
 

I nbound exchange from Solothurn, Switzerland, and 
Minneapolis MN. This exchange is scheduled for Sep-

tember 26 to October 2, 2009 with Gary Mitchner as the 
ED - gary.mitchner@gmail.com  and 937-299-1663. 

 There will be a "carry-in, pitch-in, potluck" for this ex-
change on September 27, 2009, at 5:00-8:00 p.m. at the 
Oakwood Community Center 105 Patterson Road -- all 
members attending should RSVP to Charlotte Paugh and 
let her know what All-American, family comfort food that 
they will be bringing. (Please bring copies of your family 
recipes to share)  
 

A nyone interested in going on an international, 
global outbound exchange in Sept 2010 to Canberra 

and Gold Coast, Australia, should contact Gary Mitchner 
at gary.mitchner@gmail.com 

 

G wangju Exchange -- It is with regret that we 
must announce the cancellation of the au-

tumn 2009 outbound exchange to Gwangju, 
South Korea.  Heightened political tensions 
have significantly impacted interest among am-
bassadors in traveling to the Korean peninsula at this 
time.  The Board has determined it is in the best interest 
of the club and its members to cancel the exchange.  
Many thanks to Joan Lambert for her long hours of work 
in assembling a wonderful travel package associated with 
this exchange.  
 

M ember news ς Congratulations to Gary Mitchner for 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƴŀƳŜŘ άtǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ 9ƳŜǊƛǘǳǎέ ŀǘ {ƛƴŎƭŀƛǊ /ƻƳπ

munity College.  Sinclair bestows this honor upon only a 
select few of its faculty.  Hats off to Gary for a superb ca-
reer leading to this honor! 
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"MYSTERY FLIGHT #30" ALMOST READY TO DEPART 

  
Our"Mystery Flight #30" is about to depart--from the Wright "B" Hangar, no less! 
  
If you can determine the true destination of this flight, you will be the winner of our exciting  prize.  We just 
have to make you work for it, however, and when you arrive at the hangar on Sunday afternoon, October 
4th, 2009, you will be given the rules of this clever game. When you arrive at 4:00 P.M., international hors 
d'oeuvres and a wine bar or punch will be ready for you.  Wander around, renew old friendships, make new 
ones, and be prepared to reminisce about the good times spent during your adventures with the  Friendship 
Force. You're going to receive a custom-made "passport" upon your arrival, to be stamped by a former flight 
attendant.  The passport will help you in your pursuit of the winning answer. We have two extremely inter-
esting speakers--Dr. George Brown, President of Friendship Force International, and Amanda Wright Lane, 
great-grandniece of the Wright  Brothers. Entertainment will be a pleasant part of the evening, bubbly, toe-
tapping, sentimental, and exciting! The buffet begins at 6:00 P.M.  We know you will be pleased with the 
menu that has been selected; it is definitely better than airline food! 
  
The raffle of the beautiful wall hanging will take place during the evening, and some very lucky person is go-
ing to take home a real prize.  This has been created by our own Charlotte Paugh, quilting and stitchery ex-
pert personified.  I'd like to call her a master quilter, but she says she doesn't qualify for that title, even 
though I disagree with her when I look at the beautiful pieces she has created.  On the lower half of the next 
page you will find an order blank to purchase your tickets ahead of time.  Send it, along with your check, to 
Charlotte Paugh at the address indicated. The silent auction contains some beautiful and gorgeous items.  
You'll want to peruse these things carefully, looking at each and every piece, trying to decide which ones you 
want to bid on.  You will be so pleased with your treasure trove as you walk out with your bargains.  
  
As I've done in several previous newsletters, I have a Friendship Force experience to tell you about.  There 
have been so many I have difficulty in choosing which one to relate to you. 
  
When our club was just a fledgling, I felt I had to actually experience an outbound exchange for myself be-
fore I could convince others of its value.  I decided to join up with the Hartford Connecticut, FF club, which 
was headed for West Berlin, Germany.  They were a most hospitable group of people, and I felt that I was 
one of them.  We were welcomed so warmly by the Berliners--even had a huge  bear greeting us with  "bear 
hugs" at the airport.  Our stay included a view over the Berlin wall  (we stood atop a tall platform to peer 
into that ominous territory).  We hiked through beautiful parks and laughed at the multitude of dogs splash-
ing in the big lake, some were even accompanied by their owners in the lake! 
  
I was included in a small group invited to speak at a Berlin radio station--it was America Free  Radio.  We 
were queried by a German interviewer about our visit, who we were, what we represented, and what did 
we think of the German people?  I felt so honored to have been given that privilege. 
  

One most embarrassing incident happened to me on that trip.  (Somehow there's a little black cloud that just 

has to be near me!)   My hostess, Marguerite and I were planning to go by bus to attend a party planned for 

the Americans.  I wore a long fitted skirt with matching top and felt quite appropriately dressed.  As I stepped 

up on the bus, I felt the zipper in the back of my skirt rip apart.  Totally embarrassed, I was aghast!   

          (continued top of next page) 
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"MYSTERY FLIGHT #30"  continued, 
Marguerite wasn't aware of my plight, and with the bus quite full--standing room only--I couldn't tell her.   I 
quickly sat on a step leading up to the upper deck of the bus and felt safe there for the moment.  Eventually, 
a seat became available, which I declined to take because of my plight.  Marguerite called to me from where 
she stood near the front, and the male passengers, quite rudely I must say,  insisted that I take that seat.  
There was no way I could cover that open zipper which, incidentally, didn't have too much under  it.  As I sat 
down, I heard a few chortles from behind me.  We got off shortly thereafter, the bus still quite full,  and I 
heard more than a few guffaws as I walked to the front exit.  I can still feel the embarrassment I experi-
enced! Not all exchanges offer such entertainment, however. 
  
Getting back to "Mystery Flight #30" - soon you will be receiving a card from the "airlines"  to remind you of 
the special date.  Be sure to post it in plain view so that you look at it every day.  And DON'T plan anything 
else for that date, ya hear? 
  
W do hope you plan to attend and join with us in the celebration of thirty years of fun and enlightening ex-
periences, friends we have made, places we've visited, ad infinitum! 
  
Until next time. . . 
 Jeanne Comer 
 

Quilt information, with a picture can be found in the March 2009 Newsletter. 

The quilt will be raffled off at the anniversary celebration in October.  It is not necessary to be present for the 
drawing in order to win. So that all tickets will be identical, below is an order form for tickets.  The informa-
tion will be transferred to the actual raffle ticket.  Tickets are 1/$3.00 or 4/$10.00. Tickets will also be sold  at 
the picnic July 26, and at the October celebration.   Checks should be payable to Dayton Friendship Force and 
mailed to Charlotte Paugh, 722 Mill Ridge Cr., Englewood, OH   45322. 

τττττττττττττττττTEAR OFF AND MAILττττττττττττττττττττττ 

     ά/I!bDLbD ¢I9 ²!¸ ¸h¦ {99 ¢I9 ²hw[5έ 

Raffle ς Wall Hanging 

30th Anniversary Dayton Friendship Force Club 

   No. _____  1/$3.00             or         No. sets _______4/$10.00 

 NAME:__________________________________________ 

 PHONE: ___________________     E-MAIL ________________ 

 (Not necessary to be present to win.) 
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GETTING TO KNOW                      

Clara and Ivan Patterson 

Clara and Ivan Patterson are very familiar faces to anyone who has 
been a member of the Dayton Friendship Force for very long. Clara 
was happy to share their Friendship Force history with us. 
 
 Ivan was born in Ohio, I was born in Pennsylvania.  We were married 
in 1950, the same year that Ivan and his brother-in-law Bud Hunn started the Korrect Plumbing Com-
pany. We were active in the Church of the Brethren youth activities for many years, as youths and later 
as advisors.  We hosted exchange students from Brazil and Chile, and we traveled with our six children 
to Mexico and out West. 
 
When Ivan heard about a Friendship Force club being formed in 1979, he called to express his interest, 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ ǿŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ ²Ŝ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
guests from Cali, Columbia, and later from many other places including Korea, California, Canada and 
Michigan. 
 
One of our favorite outbound exchanges was to Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada.  Ivan and I were hosted on 
a small farm where everyone was invited to a backyard picnic.  Part of the entertainment was a contest 
to see how far one could throw a dried cow manure disc!  Did Bill Blaine win?? 
 

On the second week of the same exchange, eight ambassadors from the Dayton Club rented two vehi-
cles and enjoyed the Beautiful Canadian RockiesτBanff, Lake Louise, Jasper,  the Columbia ice fields 
and more.  
 
Another fond memory of this trip happened because our children gave us money for a helicopter ride.  
This excursion gave us a breathtaking view of the Three Sister Mountains that we will never forget.   
 
Perhaps the most remarkable inbound exchange for us was hosting for the 2003 Inventing Flight Cele-
bration.  What a great experience that was!  Our guests were from California, and we found that we 
ǘǊǳƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊπ
national Conference in Los Angeles, cementing our bond of friendship. 
 
/ƭŀǊŀ tŀǘǘŜǊǎƻƴ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tŀǘǘŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ CƻǊŎŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΥ ά!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ 

friends and relationships are the most treasured possessions we have.  Our thanks to Friendship Force 

ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ǿŜ ŜƴƧƻȅΦέ 

 



P.O. Box 291992 

Dayton, Ohio 45429-1992 
 

 

 

    

UPCOMING EVENTS   -  Mark your calendars 

July 26. 2009   Annual Greenville Picnic in park 

Early Sept. 2009                   Inbound-Tbilisi, Georgia                              E.D. Joe Scullion 

Sept 26 τ Oct 2, 2009  Inbound-Solothurn, Switzerland  

   Inbound-Minneapolis/StPaul   

October 4. 2009   30TH ANNIVERSARY SPECTACULAR   Chair, Jeanne Comer 

October 12τ28, 2009  Outbound- Gwangjiu,  Korea                                              E.D. Joan Lambert  

November 19-22 , 2009 FFI International Conference, Okinawa, Japan 

December  13,2009  Holiday Party  

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS....       VOLUNTEER TO HELP 

FIRST CLASS 

 }       E.D. Gary Mitchner 


