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ON THE WEB 

www.friendshipforcedayton.com 
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www.thefriendshipforce.com 
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NEWSLETTER 

FRIENDSHIP FORCE OF DAYTON, OHIO 

Orville Wright in flight over  
Huffman Prairie, approxi-
mately 1,760 feet in 40 1/5 
seconds, Nov. 16, 1904. (Lib. 
Cong.) 

 Itᾷs hard to believe, but summer is quickly reaching its conclusion. The county fair sea-
son is in high gear, high school and college football teams are preparing for their up-
coming autumn battles, and students are returning to their classrooms. Seems like yes-
terday when I was planting my patio garden. Oh well, time does march on.  
 

Itᾷs been an eventful summer season, for both me personally and our club. Iᾷm sure you 
read the story in the Dayton Daily News (DDN) about longtime FF member Goldie Pol-
littᾷs great adventure on her July 31 flight on the Wright B Flyer. At age 97, she became 
the oldest person to make that daring flight. Congratulations to Goldie and her family 
on her landmark achievement. (See article on page 5.) 
 

I also read a recent article in the DDN about Jeanne and Orville Comer reaching their 
69th year of marriage. As impressive as that milestone is, that's not what impressed me 
the most. When I was researching the DDN archives for that story, I was amazed by the 
ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǘǎ L Ǝƻǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ƎƻƻƎƭŜŘ WŜŀƴƴŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ LϥƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀŎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴϥǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ 
the veteran members of this club, but as a relative newcomer I was overwhelmed by 
the number of articles that have been written about Jeanne and Orville over the years. 
Each article detailed their dedication to promoting the ideals of Friendship Force, their 
steadfast promotion of the Dayton FF Chapter, or their efforts to teach young people 
ŀōƻǳǘ άƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƴǘƛƳŜƴǘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘΣ 
WŜŀƴƴŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ά²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΦέ WŜŀƴƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ άŦƻǊŎŜέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅǘƻƴ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊΦ  
 

I travelled the southeastern United States with my son Matt this past July and was re-
minded of the beautiful destinations we have in this country. We visited Savannah, 
Georgia, (my first trip there), and Charleston, South Carolina, (my second visit), and 
other  points of interest, and we both returned home impressed with the historical 
treasures this country possesses.  
 

I'm quickly learning about the amount of time, effort, and assistance that's necessary 
ǿƘŜƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŎƭǳōǎΦ .ǳǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǊŜŀǎǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ 
know you can tap the experience of so many knowledgeable and helpful Dayton FF 
members when a novice ED like me, needs advice and suggestions to organize such an 
endeavor. We do have a tentative schedule established for the upcoming Indonesia In-
bound, and I believe it will be a busy and educational slate for both the Indonesia Am-
bassadors and our members. Currently, 14 Indonesians have signed up to make the trip, 
but that number won't be certain until the visa interview process is completed. As you 
recall, that was the stumbling block that forced them to re-schedule the July date to 

the current one. You can find more information concerning the inbound in this 

newsletter. Have a glorious  autumn! 

  Yours in Friendship, 

 Steve Birt 

¢IL{ ahb¢IΩ{ D¦9{¢ /h[¦abL{¢ L{ .h!w5 a9a.9w {¢9±9 .Lw¢ 
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E XCHANGE NEWS: 

THE AUSTRALIAN/NEW ZEALAND OUT-
GOING exchange's dates are 

Sept 10τSept 29, 2010, with 
hosts in Canberra and the 
Gold Coast, a stay in Sydney 
and an additional land tour of 
the southern island of New 
Zealand.  The flights are 
booked, the ambassadors and 
hosts have been matched up, 
the hotel in Sydney has been 
arranged, and  we have re-
ceived the final itineraries. Its 
going to be a fabulous adventure! 

The ED is Gary Mitchner 937-299-1663   
gary.mitchner@gmail.com.  

J AKARTA and ALL INDONESIA  Inbound Up-
date Plans are moving forward for the upcoming 

Indonesia Inbound scheduled for October 8-10. In her 

most recent email, Asti Mochtar, the Indonesia ED, 

said six ambassadors currently have been issued their 

visas, while the remaining eight are awaiting approval. 

As you may recall, a snafu in the visa process was the 

reason the inbound was rescheduled for October. As it 

stands, we will need ten home hosts for the Indonesian 

Ambassadors. Currently, eight members have agreed 

to host, but until the visa process is completed, we 

wonᾷt know the exact number weᾷll need. Eight of the 

Ambassadors have requested to be paired up during 

their stay, so thatᾷs something to be considered 

when we make the host assignments. Since most of the 

ambassadors are either in the medical or teaching pro-

fession, we have tentatively scheduled visits to Miami 

Valley Hospital, Wayne Hospital in Greenville as well 

as the University of Dayton and the Stiverᾷs School for 

the Arts. Other venues tentatively slated are the Na-

tional Museum of the US Air Force, DAI, the Garst 

Museum in Greenville, Dullᾷs Farm and the Carillon 

Park. Iᾷm looking for locations for a welcome recep-

tion and farewell dinner, so any recommendations are 

certainly encouraged. 

Steve Birt, ED 

 

A N EXCHANGE TO MOSCOW, RUSSIA AND 
TALLIN, ESTONIA is scheduled for August of 

2011 in collaboration with the Solothurn, Switzerland 
club.  The Exchange Co-
ordinating Committee  
has chosen Vicki Thomp-
son as the Exchange Di-
rector (E.D.). The ex-
change will be two 
weeks in duration with 
the possibility of  going 
to a FF conference in 
Germany afterwards. It 
is expected that about 
20 ambassadors will be chosen, with 10 or 12 coming 
from the Dayton club. If you are interested, contact 
Vicki. vickithompson@woh.rr.com   

T HERE IS  STILL  AN OPPORTUNITY FOR AT-
TENDING THE INTERNATIONAL CONFER-

ENCE IN WASHINGTON, D.C. Oct. 16-18. Eight 

FFD members plan to attend. If you are interested, 
you can go to the FFI website 
www.thefriendshipforce.com and register. 

D OMESTIC EXCHANGES HAVE BECOME A 
POPULAR WAY OF PARTICIPATING IN 

THE CORE FRIENDSHIP FORCE ACTIVITY. If you 

have personal contacts with members of FF clubs in 
other US cities, perhaps you could help us to initiate 
discussions for possible exchanges. If so, let one of 
the officers know. 

W 9Ω[[ .9 Ih{¢LbD !b LNBOUND EX-
CHANGE FROM  MURRAY BRIDGE, 

AUSTRALIA IN SEPTEMBER OF 2011. 

        {ǘΦ .ŀǎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴ aƻǎŎƻǿ 
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L AST MONTH WE REPORTED THAT OUR CLUB PRESI-
DENT VICKI THOMPSON has been selected by Friendship Force 

International  as the new U.S Field Representative to the Great Lakes Region.  Vicki 
will be continuing as president of our club until the end of her term in the spring as 
well as starting her duties as the Field Rep. 

M AKE PLANS TO ATTEND another gala Holiday party on 

Dec. 12, 2010, at the Hope Hotel.  

R 9a9a.9w Χ ¢I9 C![[ tL/bL/ L{ h/¢h.9w оΣ нлмл in Kettering at the 

Hills & Dales Park at the  Paw Paw Camp  

N OMINATIONS FOR THE NEW FFD BOARD WILL TAKE PLACE 
EARLY NEXT YEAR. If you are interested in being on the nominations commit-

tee OR willing to serve on the board, please let Vicki Thompson or Dick Graf know. 
Thanks. 

F wL9b5{ILt Chw/9 ά/!t¢¦w9 ¢I9 {tLwL¢έ tIh¢hDw!tI¸ /hbπTEST. We are seeking the very best of your most meaningful photographs to tell the story of 

Friendship Force International visually, for all the world to see, no matter the spoken language. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5Φ/Φ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ 
posted on the FFI website and shared in numerous other venues. The Grand Prize winner will receive a 
cash prize of US $250. You do not have to attend the conference to participate. 
 
There will be a category for each of the three Friendship Force themes: explore, understand, and serve. 
The winning photos will depict scenes, people or events that clearly show one of the three Friendship 
Force themes in action: 

Explore: Exploring new cultures 
Understand: Gaining understanding by making friends across the barriers that separate people 
Serve: Putting friendship in action by connecting with the local community 

 
IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊΥ 

1. Select a maximum of five digital, high-quality photographs that were taken within the past five 
years during an official Friendship Force activity. 

2. The minimum digital resolution should be 300 DPI (dots per inch). This information should be pro-
vided somewhere on your camera or in its instruction manual. 

      3. Attach your photos to an e-mail. Send the e-mail and the photo attachment to our contest coordi
 nators at this e-mail address: photocontest@thefriendshipforce.org. Be sure to include your name, 
 Friendship Force club, date and activity depicted in the photo(s) along with names of people pic
 tured and the category your photo represents (Explore, Understand or Serve). 
      4. Entries should be sent by August 30th. 

mailto:photocontest@thefriendshipforce.org


M ISS ION 
To promote global understanding across the barriers that separate 

people 

VALU ES 
aǳǘǳŀƭ wŜǎǇŜŎǘ ω /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ω /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 9ȄǇƭƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ  {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

VIS ION 
Each individual will make a contribution to global goodwill. The 
Friendship Force worldwide network of clubs and indi viduals will 
overcome differences among people and nations. By connecting the 
world, one friend at a time, we will create a world of friends that 
becomes a world of peace. 

U SING THE INTERNET OPTION FOR RECEIVING THE NEWSLETTER IS 
HIGHLY ENCOURAGED. This will reduce club expenses and the amount of paper that 

would be used. There are considerable advantages to receiving the newsletter either through the Adobe 
PDF link Bill Meers sends you or from the Dayton Friendship Force web site. You will be able to access the 
newsletter 3 to 6 days sooner than through the mails, the pictures look much better on your screen, you 
can enlarge the print, archive the issues on your computer and, if desired, print out all or part of the issue 
at your desk. 

If you are currently receiving the newsletter by mail and wish to receive it  electronically only, please 
email Tom Graham at thomas.graham@notes.udayton.edu                                                                                                                                             

PLEASE ADD THIS  ENTRY TO YOUR NEW DIRECTORY  

 

Pollitt, Goldie ,Pollitt, Bob D.    

5660 Tomberg St., Dayton,  OH  45424-5356 

pollittics21@sbcglobal.net 

H  (937) 233-9768 
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W EBSITE: We encourage you to make a habit of visiting our website regularly. Joe 

Scullion has done a great job  organizing  club materials, providing timely information, giving 
useful links, documenting our activities with many photographs and putting the newsletter online. Book-
mark the link  for easy access:  http://www.friendshipforcedayton.com.  

I f you would be willing to host an international student for a meal or a day, please contact 

Louise Van Vliet at  vanvlil@muohio.edu or leave a message on her answering machine - (937)  298-
2086. 
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W wLDI¢ Ψ.Ω C[¸9wΩ{ h[59{¢ CO-PILOT. Friendship Force member 

Goldie Pollitt recently celebrated her 97th birth-
day.  That in itself is significant--but she also became 
the oldest person ever to fly on the Wright "B" Flyer. 
  
Last December, at the Friendship Force's 30th Anniver-
sary Gala, Goldie was the winner of the big prize--a 
membership to the Wright "B" Flyer Organization that 
automatically carries with it a complimentary flight on 
the Wright "B".  At the time, while it was acknowledged as a nice prize, it was nothing to excite this lady who de-
pends on her wheelchair for mobility.  After all . . .that is, until recently, when Goldie was reminded of this fantastic 
opportunity  that was just sitting on her shelf at home.  With hardly a second thought,  Goldie said that, of course, 
she would do it. 
  
If you have ever seen the Wright "B" Flyer, you are aware of the mass of cables. struts, props, nuts and bolts that 
this fantastic replica is composed of.  It is a challenge for a younger person to fight his way through all of it, let alone 
someone of Goldie's limited capability.  It would take a miracle to get her up  into the co-pilot's seat!  But the staff at 
the Wright "B" Museum took it in stride.  With the cooperation of 5 expert mechanics and pilots, Goldie was gently 
maneuvered into place, ready to be strapped in for this memorable flight. 
  
The day was filled with excitement--3 or more generations of Goldie's family were on hand, plus many friends, all 
waiting to share this special day with her--and she vowed,  "I'm not the least bit scared!"    Hundreds of photos 
documented the occasion.  The l9l6 Model T Staff car even carried many of the photographers down the runway to 
position them for better shots, including a photographer from Dayton Daily News who was on hand to capture the 
occasion. 
  
As the plane took off, Goldie waved to her admiring audience, who in turn  responded with cheers and tears. It was 
an emotional scene that won't soon be forgotten! 
  
The flight itself is of short duration--it replicates the original first flight of the Wright "B"--so it's almost over before 
it's begun--but the thrill of that experience will last a 
lifetime.  Upon landing, as this beautiful little replica 
taxied down the tarmac to the waiting crowd, more 
cheers greeted Goldie--and she  responded with 
thumbs up and a huge smile.  Truly, she was in her 
glory.  As she was being helped down, she leaned 
over to give the pilot, Greg Carter, a big smack on the 
cheek! 
  
Goldie was presented with an official-looking Certifi-
cate of Flight #3320, dated July 3l, 20l0, complete 
with the traditional toothpick awarded to the flyer 
(to pick the bugs from one's teeth!).  What a great 
day this  turned out to be for all of us who were on hand for this special occasion.  We wouldn't have missed it for 
the world! 
 
Jeanne Comer 
 


